Get Ready for 2006

The DRC is in the final phase of examining comments drawn from its consultation period on the revised draft Code of Practice for the DDA.  This will encompass amendments effecting social and private landlords.

From December 2006 landlords will have to make: “reasonable adjustments to their policies, practices and procedures, and provide auxiliary aids and services, when requested to by a disabled person.”  Perhaps the most important and far reaching aspect of the 2006 changes is that thousands of disabled people that have been refused permission to alter or adapt their homes, can now force through changes to make their home more suitable for their disability. 

“The revised legislation goes some way to closing the gaps with regard to disabled people’s rights to housing,“ explains Agnes Fletcher, assistant director for Communications at the DRC.  “It means that social and private landlords are covered by reasonable adjustment duties of the DDA that apply to other services.  The consultation on the revised Part 3 Code gives social and private landlords the opportunity to explore how these duties will affect their role as landlords as well as improve access to housing for disabled people.”

It is law to make these changes.  Not a choice.  And often the changes required to become DDA complaint are easier and cheaper than you think.  A simple ramp to cover a step can make the world of difference to a wheelchair user.  Placing switches and handles at different heights, means a disabled user does not have to stretch or struggle to gain entry to a building.  Investment in a platform lift can make a restaurant open to less-abled diners.  Basically, a small injection of money can mean increased business, better public image and the knowledge that a potential lawsuit under the DDA is not waiting around the corner.
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